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MAY THE STATE FORBO) MARRIAGE BECAUSE OF 
j A SOCIAL DISEASE? 


_N EXTENSIVE CAMPAIGN against venereal diseases is 
being conducted in the United States to-day, with the 
active codperation of both state and federal governments. 
_ Undoubtedly, a movement of this nature is urgently demanded, 
for the ravages of social diseases are indeed harrowing and their 
victims throughout our land are numbered by the millions. Ie 
is stated that one out of every ten persons in the United States 
contracts syphilis at some time in his life.* Surely, then, out 
of love for country as well as out of Christian charity all 
Catholics should codperate in every lawful manner toward ex- 
terminating, or at least diminishing, these dire ailments. 
One of the methods employed in this campaign is * eugenic 
_ legislation "—the passing of laws which forbid persons to marry 
_ as long as they are suffering from a venereal disease. More than 
half the States of the Union have already passed such laws. 
Some of these laws merely forbid the marriage of a diseased 
person;. others declare the marriage of such a one null and void, 
at least when he has not informed the other party of his condi- 
tion? The usual procedure of this eugenic legislation is to 
oblige those intending to be married to secure a certificate from 
‘a physician, attesting that they are free from venereal diseases, 
. before they will be granted a marriage license. The license is 
. . good for only a limited period; if not used before the expiration 
‘of that time it becomes ineffective, and if the person wishes to 
marry he must procure a new certificate and a new license. 
However, no one is permanently barred from marriage on 
account of the presence of a social disease; if he takes treatment 
_and is declared cured, the disabilicy ceases and a license ig 
_ granted. — si 
| This type of eugenic legislation has won high praise, especially 
- from persons interested in social welfare. Among those who 
- have voiced their commendation have been some prominent 
‘Catholics, including members of the clergy. In view of this 
fact, and also because priests are not infrequently asked to give 
_ their opinion on such legislation—and. perhaps at times even to 
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he xnapner of 2 ubiversal or particular law.?* _ ie 
The doctrine that the Church alone has. the power to establish: ‘ 
dinients for the marriage of baptized’ ‘persons is a. Jogical. 
eduction from indubitable Catholic téenets,”: By. the decree of. : 
Christ Himself the valid marriage of two. baptized persons is 
‘always a sacrament.’? But the Church, and the Church alone - 
‘possesses the divinely granted authoriry. | to legislate concerning 
the administration of. the sacraments and to declare authentically ~ 
what dispositions are required on the patt.of those who: receive. 
them.” ‘Nor is any: distinction between the sacranitet and ‘the 
contract adraissible,”. for it is absolutely céreain that ithe con 
“tkact and the sacrament are identical. ‘The satne. process of 
: fasoning is not applicable.ro the marriage ofa: baptized petson 
with, one who is uabaptized, for such 'a, martiage is certainly 
not a. sacrament for the. unbaptized party, nor most probably 
even for the baptized: party.” © Howe'ver, every marriage is at 
: teas, ves sacra, and accordingly: rhe type, of marriage in ques- 
©) Bon: omes wader the: jucisdiction’ of the Church, at least from 
the: part bani ‘the baptized ‘person, because the Church has auth- 
varity’ to regulate the ves sucrde of all who bear the: baptismal 
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Che ike arguments can be. aeikised ach as. the danger that 
~ eugenic legislation will increase extramarital rela zy 
“tend to the lowering of moral standards. among ‘our people. 
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‘present Holy Father i in. his. glorious Encyclical Casti Consnbii 
"There are some whio, over-solicitous for che. cause.of eugenics, 


aot anly give salutary. counsel for more certainly procuring the 
strength and health of the future: child—-which indeed is: not 


“Contrary to -right reasos—~but » ‘put eugenics ‘before ainis of “a 


. higher order, and by public authority -wish to prevent from 
niarrying all those who, evet! though naturally fic for marriage, 


. they consider, according o the norms and conjectures of theit : 
investigations, would: Verough hereditary. transmission ‘bring, 


. forth defective. offspring. - + » Those: who act in ‘this way are: 
sight of the. fact that the’ ‘fatnily: i is «more: 
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